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Qatar MICE Development Institute
(QMDI)

Our Vision
“To develop Qatar as a leading world-class events destination

for the Meetings, Incentives, Conferences and
Exhibitions (MICE) sector

Our Mission
“To establish a vibrant and thriving events sector in Qatar by
promoting quality and excellence through the creation of
dynamic and sustainable events, nurturing skills and local talent,
and guiding the development of industry standards and
supporting infrastructure”
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RASHID FAHAD AL NAIMI

Mr. Rashid Fahad Al-Naimi is the Vice President (Administration) for
Qatar Foundation for Education Science and Community Development
and sits on the board of Reach Out to Asia (ROTA). Mr. Naimi has over
19 years of diversified experience in the oil and gas industry including ten
years at senior management levels of key departments. Prior to joining
the Qatar Foundation, he was the Human Resources Manager at RasGas
Company Limited, a leading producer of Liquefied Natural Gas (LNG) in
the world. He has extensive experience in developing policy guidelines,
strategies and budgeting, HR, procurement, materials and contracts,
warehouse operations and logistics. A strong believer of teamwork and
continuous improvement, he has an outstanding record of performance in
all the institutions he has served. Mr. Naimi has a BS in Economics from
the Indiana State University, USA.

HE MoHAMMED BIN ABDULLAH BIN MuTIB AL RUMAIHI

Mohammed Al Ruhaimi started as an officer in the Qatari Armed Forces from
Lieutenant in 1980 and by 2001, was promoted to Major General rank. He
assumed several leading posts in the Qatari Artillery Force and headed
several committees in addition to his work as a coordinator of a
number of consultative committees. In 2001, he became Director of the
joint Qatari-French Sagr al Khaleej military exercise. HE Al Ruhaimi
was also Qatar’'s Ambassador to France and non-resident ambassador
to Belgium, the Swiss Federation, Luxemburg and the European Union
2002-2003 and from 2003, the Assistant Foreign Minister for Follow-up
Affairs. Mohammed Al Ruhaimi is the Head of the Permanent
Committee for Organizing Conferences and Chief of the Qatari side in
the Border Demarcation Committee, the Nascent and Restored
Democracies Movement at the UN and the Events Coordination
Committee. He is Head of the Government Committee for Delineating
Maritime Borders and the Working Team of the UN Security Council
2006-2007, and Head the organizing committees of international
conferences like F77, China 2005, New and Restored Democracies
2006, Gulf Summit 2007, Financing Development Summit 2008, Arab
Summit 2009 and Arab and Latin America Summit 2009.Mohammed
has attended several international and official conferences and
participated in the UN General Assembly since 2004 and carried out a
number of special tasks pertaining to political consultations with
friendly countries.



Board of Directors

RICHARD LOH YONG LumM SUNG DR. HAKKI GUNGOREN
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Corporate Management
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MATTHEW MEREDITH

Contact

D: +974 454 8001

M: +974 691 9258

E: matthew@qgmdi.gf.org.ga

Matthew Meredith has over 20 years experience in the international
exhibition and event organizing industry. Having started his career with
Montgomery (now re-named Allworld Exhibitions), he organized business
events across many industrial (b2b) sectors in Indonesia, Singapore,
Malaysia, China, Hong Kong, Philippines, Japan and Thailand as well as
the Middle East and Africa. Upon leaving Montgomery he became
Marketing Director for dmg world media (part of the Daily Mail group of
companies), a specialist publishing, conference and exhibitions organizer
for both the b2b and b2c sectors based in the UK and North America. He
then became Chief Operating Officer for International Trade & Exhibitions
(ITE), a b2b organizer specializing in trade events in Russia, Eastern
Europe, Turkey, the CIS and Africa. In 2005 he was appointed as Group
General Manager for the Singex Group which manages South East Asia’s
largest exhibition and convention centre Singapore Expo. Matthew holds a
Law degree from Birmingham University and an MBA from Cranfield
University.

MoOHAMMED AL-NAAMA

Contact

D: +974 454 8003

M: +974 550 5788

E: alnaama@qgmdi.gf.org.qa

Mohammed Al-Naama graduated in Business Administration and
Management Technology from the United States of America. He has over
26 years of experience and started his career at the General Qatar
Petroleum Corporation, now known as Qatar Petroleum, in the Materials
Directorate. Mohammed subsequently became Head of Materials at the
Qatar Petrochemical Co. (QAPCO) from 1990 until 1997. In 1997,
Mohammed occupied a key position at QAPCO as Public Relations
Manager, during which time he managed many successful exhibitions and
conferences. He also organized the opening of numerous expansions,
some of which were under the patronage of His Highness the Emir of
Qatar Sheikh Hamad Bin Khalifa Al-Thani and some under the patronage
of His Highness, the Heir Apparent Sheikh Tamin Bin Hamad Bin Khalifa
Al-Thani. Furthermore, Mohammed has had major achievements in the
media sector, in which he held, managed and organized several media
events and press conferences.
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KHALIFA HAMAD AL-MANNAI

Contact

D: +974 454 8017

M: +974 517 4863

E: khalifa@gmdi.gf.org.ga

Khalifa Hamad Al-Mannai graduated in Business Administration and
Communication and started his career working for the Department of
Immigration as a PR Executive. He moved on to work in the Ministry of
Civil Services and later joined the Ministry of Foreign Affairs as a Public
Relations Coordinator and a Protocol Officer organizing conferences,
functions and receptions. In 2004, Khalifa was awarded the Certificate of
Appreciation from Qatar Foundation for his contribution to the Academic
Bridge Program. In 2006, he was awarded the Arab Diplomats Training
Program by the United Nations. Khalifa has also worked as an advisor to
the 2nd Committee at the 61% Session General Assembly at the United
Nations Headquarters, New York.

QMD|

bkl | viend (ol B2 ey
e



Industry Event Services
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ALEXIS NERON-BANCEL

Contact

D: +974 454 8015

M: +974 517 4863

E: alexis@qgmdi.qf.org.qa

Alexis Neron-Bancel graduated in Scientific and International Business
Studies both in France and in the UK. Alexis started his career in the
event industry back in 1997 when he joined International Trade &
Exhibitions (ITE) and was appointed Oil & Gas Divisional Director in
September 1999. During the following 6 years Alexis and his team
launched and organized events in 23 new countries making ITE one of
the world’s largest and most respected oil & gas exhibition and
conference organizers. In 2003 Alexis was appointed Executive Director
in charge of organizing the 18™ World Petroleum Congress held in South
Africa in September 2005. In April 2006, Alexis was headhunted and
joined Reed Exhibitions UK as Managing Director to head up a number
of trade events in Aerospace & Defense, Design, Information
Technologies and Healthcare sectors. Alexis was also appointed
Chairman of the Conference Working Group set up by the Reed
Exhibitions worldwide board with the aim of developing the conference
business.

HAMED AL- HABABI

Contact

D: +974 454 8020

M: +974 584 4442

E: hamed@qgmdi.gf.org.qa

Hamed Al-Hababi has extensive experience in protocol having worked as
a Protocol Officer at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs between 2003 and
2008. His main duties were to arrange appointments with high level
personnel and meet VIP's on their arrival to Qatar. In addition to this he
was involved with the organization of conferences and receptions. In 2006
he was nominated to be a member of the delegation representing Qatar at
the 2" Committee at the 61% Session General Assembly at the United
Nation Headquarters in New York. He has joined QMDI to head up the
protocol team ensuring that all levels of protocol are met and exceeded.



MoOHAMMED M. QAZAIE

PRoOTOCOL OFFICER

Contact

D: +974 454 0505

M: +974 663 3397

E: gazaie@qgmdi.gf.org.qa

Mohammed M Qazaie has a bachelor degree in Physical Education and
Sports Science from the Qatar University. Before joining QMDI he worked
as a trainee in the Qatar Islamic Insurance Company. Mohammed also
works as a football referee for the Qatar National Team.
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Operations & Logistics

ERIC TAN

Contact

D: +974 454 8005

M: +974 672 1849

E: eric@gmdi.qgf.org.qa

Eric Tan, after years of participating in trade exhibitions, moved to
the exhibition organizers side when he joined Cahners Exposition
Group (now known as Reed Exhibitions) and was involved in the
Singapore Motorshow, Internepcon and International Procurement
series. He spent another 9 years spearheading the marketing and
operations of the 15,000 square meter IMM Exhibition Centre in
Singapore where he managed more than 100 consumer events and
exhibitions. In 1999 he started his own events company doing 15
consumer exhibitions. In 2005, he joined Singex as the Director of
the Beijing office and was involved in organizing events in Tianjin.
In 2006, he returned to Singapore to manage the Singapore Fashion
Week and the Singapore IT Show. A Chartered Marketer with the
Chartered Institute of Marketing, UK and a member of CPA,
Australia, Eric holds a Masters in Business Administration from the
University of Miami and Professional Accounting from the University
of Southern Queensland.

DoLLY LEE

Contact

D: +974 454 8030

M: +974 656 1332

E: dolly.lee@qgmdi.qf.org.qa

Dolly Lee has over 20 years of experience in the exhibitions
industry. She has worked with Singapore Exhibition Services Pte
Ltd (A member of the Allworld Exhibitions, formerly known as
Montgomery Networks) since 1985 and moved on to cover Hong
Kong market with Hong Kong Services Pte Ltd and China
International Exhibitions, both are members of the Allworld
Exhibitions. For the last 9 years, she has been managing
Operations, Logistics and MIS for leading exhibitions regionally in

Singapore, Vietham, Hong Kong and China.
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JULIE ATKINSON

Contact
D: +974 454 8012
E: julie.atkinson@gmdi.gf.org.qa

Julie Atkinson has over 20 years experience in the hotel and event
management industries. Julie started her career with a major hotel
group in South Africa and spent 12 years in Sports, Corporate and
Association sales and marketing. She spent two years as Public
Relations Manager at a leading resort hotel in Victoria Falls,
Zimbabwe. She then spent 7 years in the event management business
in Johannesburg and Cape Town, handling a large portfolio of local
and international association conventions, managing convention and
exhibition modules for top corporate companies and association
bodies.

PREMMY MICHAEL

Contact

D: +974 454 6506

M: +974 502 1024

E: premmy.michael@qgmdi.gf.org.qa

Premmy Michael has over 13 years of experience and she started her
career in one of Malaysia’s largest & leading Tour Operator —
Mayflower Acme Tours as a Meetings Incentives Conference & Events
organizer. She has handled wide array of events ranging from Sport
Events such as Commonwealth Game in Malaysia, Formula 1,
International Conferences, Tailored Made Incentive Programmes,
Shore Excursion for International Cruise Liners, Special Events for
American Express & Youth Study programs. Premmy Michael was
responsible to develop MICE from the GCC region & Europe which
later became the leading markets for her organization.
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SHAIKHA SHAHBAK

Contact

D: +974 454 6513

M: +974 541 0307

E: shaikha.shahbek@qgmdi.qf.org.qa

Shaikha Shahbek holds a Bachelor Degree of Business
Administration, specialized in International Tourism Management from
Stenden University-Qatar. Shaikha joined QMDI in June 2009 as
Operations & Logistics Administrator. Shaikha also has 3 years
experience in administration and facility support with Schlumberger
Overseas Company , one of the leading multinational Oil & Gas
Company. She also worked for the HR department in the same
organization. Adding to her experience, Shaikha also participated in
some events within the university, such as organizing of the Graduation
Ceremony for the class 2008 for Stenden University and receiving VIP
auests such as the Minister of Trade of Netherlands.

RODELIO VILLA GUTIERREZ

Contact

D: +974 454 6504

M: +974 6623810

E: rodelio.gutierrez@gmdi.gf.org.ga

Rodelio Gutierrez joined QMDI in 2008 and creates, edits and
maintains the Autocad floorplans for exhibitions and events for the
various QMDI divisions. Rodel is also knowledgeable in 3D
Presentation, Network devices and technologies to produce innovative
and creative set up of events and post event evaluation



Energy, Oil & Gas Division

FREDERIC MALGOIRE

Contact

D: +974 454 6503

M: +974 645 8879

E: frederic.malgoire@qmdi.gf.org.qa

A graduate in Business and Marketing, Frederic Malgoire has been
involved in the organisation of more than 60 events in the energy, oil
and gas sector for the past twelve years. He started at ITE Group
(UK) running oil and gas events in Central Asia and went on to work
for CWC Associates (UK) in 2001 to work as a business
development manager. Frederic subsequently returned to ITE to
work on the prestigious annual United Nations Conference on Trade
and Development (UNCTAD) from 2002 to 2005 and to organise the
18" World Petroleum Congress (Johannesburg 2005) and the 19"
World Petroleum Congress (Madrid 2008). In 2007, Frederic was
appointed Director of the oil and gas division of ITE Group Plc.,
overlooking a portfolio of 17 annual events worldwide.

CHRISTOPHE GUYONDET

Contact

D: +974 454 8044

M: +974 669 2082

E: christophe@qgmdi.gf.org.qa

Christophe Guyondet studied Business and International Trade in
France and the UK and has an MSc in European Management from
the University of Staffordshire, UK. He started his career as a
researcher with the World Meteorological Organization Geneva then
from November 2006 to March 2008 was a Conference Producer at
marcus evans, Prague, where he was responsible for developing the
French Conference Division. He joined QMDI in April 2008 as
Conference Producer.
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CATHERINE HALL

Contact

D: +974 454 8029

M: +974 677 0920

E: Catherine.hall@gmdi.gf.org.qa

Catherine Hall started her marketing career at Centaur Media
working on high level b2b conferences for Marketing Week, The
Lawyer & The Recruiter. She then moved to Euromoney's Legal
Media Group working as the Marketing Manager on international
industry-leading conferences for the three legal titles: International
Financial Law Review (IFLR) & International Tax Review (ITR) &
Managing International Property (MIP). Catherine has an English
Language and Linguistics degree from the Durham University.
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ICT, Education & Healthcare Division
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LOUBNA AGHZAFI

Contact

D: +974 454 8025

M: +974 669 2093

E: loubna@gmdi.qf.org.qa

Loubna Aghzafi has 8 years experience of producing training, summits,
conferences and exhibitions. She started her career producing
Telecoms & IT conferences across Europe for SMi Conferences in
London. Loubna then moved to head and expand the European
Telecoms & IT Training division with marcus evans in London. After one
and a half years she was promoted to marcus evans Cyprus where she
was developing Telecoms, IT and Life Science European Summits. After
over 3 years, she was promoted to take over the Middle East division at
marcus evans Malaysia. In Kuala Lumpur, she developed key market
areas across the GCC region. In addition, she set up two new divisions,
Life Science Asia and Telecoms & IT Asia. Her experience has enabled
her to work with high level speakers across different industries in
Europe, Middle East and Africa as well as Asia Pacific. Loubna speaks
three languages fluently, Arabic, French and English.

Contact

D: +974 454 8036

M: +974 685 8647

E: vivien@gmdi.gf.org.qa

Vivien Looi started her career in the event industry as a Conference
Producer at marcus evans, Malaysia. She was responsible for the
intellectual content of business conferences for the India and Pakistan
market. Soon after she was promoted to Conference Production
Manager and was seconded to the Johannesburg office. In Africa, Vivien
assisted marcus evans in expending the market by generating new
strategic business conference topics and ideas. She was responsible for
training, coaching, recruiting Conference Producers and monitoring the
quality of conference content to ensure increase revenue for the office.
Vivien played an important role in the opening of marcus evans office in
Kenya in August 2007. She put in place key industries and events for
the East Africa market and kick started several conferences in Kenya.
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DAYANAH CHEIKH

Contact

D: +974 454 8035

M: +974 608 7416

E: dayanah.cheikh@gmdi.gf.org.ga

Dayanah Cheikh started her career in Prague in 2004 as a junior
researcher in marcus evans. A year later she was promoted
European Market Director by building a team of 27 researchers.
She was responsible for recruiting new members, developing new
markets in the database and monitoring the quality and the
accuracy of the data. She was appointed Marketing Manager for
the French and Spanish divisions along the years in marcus evans.
She ran as well some events for the operation division, taking care
of the administration and logistic tasks. Dayanah has a bachelor
degree in languages; she speaks French, English, Spanish, and
Dutch.

MASHAEL AL-MOHAMMADI

Contact

D: +974 454 8016

M: +974 518 8660

E: mashael@gmdi.qgf.org.ga

Mashael Al-Mohammadi has worked in PR and Administration in
events for the past 3 years. She has assisted in the coordination of
several events and exhibitions held in Qatar. Mashael has a
degree in Physical Education and a diploma in IT.



MOHAMMED HILAL

Contact

D: +974 454 0544

M: +974 560 1388

E: mohammed.hilal@gmdi.qf.org.qa

Mohammed Hilal holds a Bachelor degree on Physical Education
and Sport Science from the Qatar University. He joined QMDI in
October 2008 as Event Coordinator Trainee. He holds the Global
Certificate in Meeting Operations from MPI (Meeting Professionals
International). He has so far helped organize and run conferences
and opening ceremonies.
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Lifestyle Division
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KIM WALKER

Contact

D: +974 454 8024

M: +974 669 6170

E: kim@gmdi.gf.org.ga

With over 20 years sales and marketing experience behind her, Kim
Walker embarked on her career within the contract interiors market
working on global hotel projects with interior designers and architects.
This market knowledge led her to the events industry where for over the
past 10 years she has worked with a number of leading
exhibition/conference organizations and publishers. Kim specializes in
hospitality, lifestyle, leisure and construction events combining both her
commercial and creative capabilities; delivering revenue, strategy,
research and development, and overall direction for events in UK, Europe
and America. During her time in events, Kim has managed multiple
projects and initiatives including several successful launch events.

FRANK MATUS

Contact

D: +974 454 6517

M: +974 316 5143

E: frank.matus@gmdi.gf.org.ga

Originally from Australia Frank Matus began his event career in the
contracting/ operations sector, before joining Reed Exhibitions to
launch, manage and re-brand events in the wine, construction and
mining industries. Moving to the UK, he was then recruited as Event
Director for Expomedia, responsible for Indian events and sales staff in
a number of offices worldwide. Prior to this, Frank was an Operations
Manager for a bespoke travel office, facilitating luxury and corporate
travel arrangements for Australia’s most discerning clientele.
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JULIA MEAD

Contact

D: +974 454 6515

M: +974 316 5164

E: julia.mead@qgmdi.gf.org.qa

Julia Mead’s marketing experience in events and exhibitions spans
both the food and hospitality sector and the meetings and incentives
industry, starting with IFE, the International Food Exhibition in the UK.
Most recently she was Marketing Manager for Reed Travel Exhibitions’
flagship meetings industry exhibition, EIBTM in Barcelona, managing a
team of marketing professionals to deliver a successful international
campaign. During her 6 years at Reed she was also involved with the
launch of GIBTM in Abu Dhabi and CIBTM in Beijing.

RASHA RASHAD

Contact

D: +974 454 6514

M: +974 660 7534

E: rasha.rashad@qmdi.qf.org.qa

Rasha Rashad has recently joined the Lifestyle division within QMDI
as Event Co-ordinator. Rasha holds a Batchelors degree in Audiology
and Speech Therapy from Amman Private University in Jordan where
she gained an educational background focusing on communication.
Her role within the Lifestyle team involves managing relationships and
providing administration and communication support to the sales and
marketing activities.



Aerospace, Defense & Security Division

MOHAMMED NABHANI

Contact

D: +974 454 8019

M: +974 676 0393

E: nabhani@gmdi.gf.org.qa

Mohammed Nabhani has 27 years of experience in marketing, sales and
management in highly sophisticated projects related to defense
electronics and telecommunication industries. This includes 8 years
overall management responsibility of UAE's IDEX, one of the world’'s
largest defense exhibitions and conferences. Mohammed worked to
change the traditional local style of this particular exhibition to produce an
exceptionally international successful event in terms of image, size,
exhibitors and visitors numbers. Mohammed also managed two other
important events namely Sofex and more recently, he joined Reed
Exhibitions UK as Show Director to head up the International Security and
National Resilience (ISNR) in Abu Dhabi. Mohammed was the Director of
Marketing and Sales for DaimlerChrysler Aerospace (presently known as
European Aerospace & Defense Systems EADS). Prior to that,
Mohammed worked for Marconi Command and Control, UK and France’s
defense and security company Thomson-CSF (now known as THALES).

IRINA GORSHKOVA

Contact

D: +974 454 6521

M: +974 645 8878

E: irina.gorshkova@qgmdi.gf.org.qa

For the last 8 years Irina Gorshkova worked as a Project Director for
ITE Group plc (London). She was responsible for a number of events
in the Oil & Gas division. Irina’s experience includes sales, marketing,
PR, government liaison, conference producing and business
development. Her main project was MIOGE — Moscow International
Oil & Gas Exhibition and Congress which is among top 10 energy
events worldwide. Irina holds degree in English Language and
Intercultural Communication from the Moscow State Linguistic
University. She speaks English, Russian and French
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ZAHOOR AHMED

Contact

D: +974 454 6526

M: +974 609 0756

E: Zahoor.ahmed@qmdi.qf.org.qa

Zahoor Ahmed is an award winning Exhibition Marketing
professional having worked with CMP media in the UK. He has over
15 years of experience in Marketing, NPD, Management, New
Business & Brand development within numerous industries including
Media, Property, Finance, Dot-com, Marcomms, Automotive, Public
Sector, Business Services, Leisure & Hospitality. He has specialist
experience in B2B & B2C markets with particular emphasis on
strategic & analytical exposure, backed up with commercial,
communication and leadership skills. A creative & practical thinker
with hands on approach to all aspects of the business.

ABDULLA ALI AL-MAWLAWI

Contact

D: +974 454 8032

M: +974 583 6036

E: abdulla.almawlawi@gmdi.gf.org.ga

Abdulla Al-Mawlawi graduated in Computer Science from Qatar
University and started his career working for the Public Works
Authority (ASHGHAL) as an Application Administrator in the IT &
Communications Department. At the same time he worked with Al-
Dawri & Al-Kass TV channel and Sout Al-khaleej Radio Station as
program Presenter & Producer. He has also participated in the
organization of several sporting events
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NURLINA AWALUDIN

Contact

D: +974 454 8027

M: +974 672 1850

E: nawaludin@gmdi.gf.org.qa

Nurlina Awaludin joined QMDI as a Marketing Executive and has
more than 5 years of experience in marketing communications,
outdoor advertising product branding, database and marketing
research. One of the first members of QMDI, she has taken on
various roles from the early development of QMDI's branding to
leading the advertising and promotional campaign for DIMDEX (Doha
International Maritime Defense Exhibition & Conference), the first b2b
exhibition organized by QMDI in Qatar. Well versed in providing
marketing services for QMDI's events, Nurlina has proved to be a
motivated employee who is innovative, meticulous and result-driven.
She holds a degree majoring in Marketing from the University of
Western Australia.

GABRIELLE A. KIAME

Contact

D: +974 454 8031

M: +974 589 2112

E: gabrielle@gmdi.gf.org.ga

Gabrielle Kiame brings over 11 years of experience in hotel industry and
events management. She was quickly promoted through a series of
public relations and media relations in leading Lebanese and
international five-star hotels. She also occupied the position of Public
Relations Manager at the Sheraton Hotel & Resort, Doha in 2001. She
organized back of the house execution and planning for pre-opening and
launching phases of hotel projects. Gabrielle also was a media and
public relations consultant for private functions, fashion shows and
musical concerts. She has been appointed Master of Ceremony in
numerous events. Gabrielle has worked as a Personal Attendant and
Translator in major conferences organized by the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs in Qatar and other governmental organizations.



BETTINA WEISSENBACH

Contact

D: +974 454 8075

M: +974 589 2112

E: gabrielle@gmdi.gf.org.ga

Bettina Weissenbach acquired her German Diploma in Languages,
Cultural Studies and Business Administration in 2008. While studying
she gained hands on experience in exhibitions, hospitality programs
and promotion/sales activities as a freelancer. In 2004, Bettina was a
junior consultant at INSTEAD, in the field of public relations, was the
leader of the department of knowledge management and a member
of the advisory board. In 2006 she worked for Siemens W.L.L. Qatar
in Customer Relationship Management and Event Management; later
she assisted in the preparation and execution of the Siemens
hospitality program for the Doha Asian Games 2006. She speaks
basic Arabic and fluent English. Additional to her studies she
underwent  trainings  in: Management  and Intercultural
Communication, Project Management and Negotiation Management.
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Live Events & Festivals

KEVIN BROWN

Contact

D: +974 454 8021

M: +974 517 5479

E: kevinb@gmdi.gf.org.qa

Kevin Brown has worked in the events industry for the last 20 years and
for the last 6 years as Head of International and Local Events for
Birmingham City Council, UK. Kevin managed a program of events
attracting over 1 million attendees annually. His portfolio of events in
Birmingham included the UK’s largest free Arts Festival, the World Indoor
Athletics Championships, World Badminton Championships and concerts
involving many of the UK and Europe’s top classical and popular artists.

BASHAR AL-KATEB

Contact

D: +974 454 8034

M: +974 506 3145

E: alkateb@qgmdi.gf.org.qa

Bashar Al-Kateb graduated from Intercollege, Cyprus with a BA. in
Hospitality Management. Bashar worked from 1997 to 2007 in major
hotels including Intercontinental, Radisson SAS, Sheraton & Accor
Group. During his hotel experience, he gradually excelled in hotel sales
and marketing, his last post was a Director of Sales & Marketing in an
Accor Hotel in Bahrain. Bashar has a good knowledge of the local,
regional and international market and was highly involved in some
prestigious events in the Arabian Gulf.
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IRUM ASHRAF

Contact

D: +974 454 6520

M: +974 671 1650

E: irum.ashraf@gmdi.qgf.org.qa

Irum Ashraf has worked in the events industry for the last 12
years. Her most senior position as Deputy Head of Events with
Birmingham City Council where she managed an annual portfolio
of community led festivals and live events. More recently Irum has
extensively been involved in developing the Arts Council England
strategy for Festivals and Live Event Management working as a
consultant with local authorities and voluntary organizations
throughout the UK. She has extensive experience in major bid
writing and fundraising for Events having secured funds from the
National Lottery UK, European Social Fund (ESF) Aga Khan
Foundation, Princess Trust and the European Development Fund
(EDF). Having lived several years abroad she has been involved in
planning international gala dinners, art exhibitions and live music
events working in venues such as Dubai International Convention
and Exhibition Centre, CNN Headquarters Atlanta and the Gadaffi
Stadium in Lahore.

DANIEL SCHOFIELD

Contact

D: +974 454 6505

M: +974 674 6184

E: daniel.schofield@gmdi.gf.org.qa

Dan Schofield has worked in the events industry for the last 10 years
and has held senior roles in each of the public, private and voluntary
sectors. Dan’s portfolio of Live Events includes management roles on a
diverse range of events including Proms in the Park with the BBC
Philharmonic Orchestra and Russell Watson, the British Firework
Championships (Northern Heat), ‘Great Run’ mass-patrticipation events
worldwide, World Short-course Swimming Championships and the
Salford Nocturne, an international cycling event welcoming home the
GB cyclists after the Beijing Olympics. Dan holds a BA in Managing
Cultural and Major Events and a HND in Event Management from the
UK Centre of Excellence for Event Management @ Leeds Metropolitan
University.
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KAREN HAY

Contact

D: +974 454 8023

M: +974 669 2643

E: karenh@gmdi.gf.org.ga

Karen Hay has spent over 15 years in the travel and tourism
industry. The majority of that time as Senior Manager Marketing
Communications with the World Travel & Tourism Council. In recent
years, Karen’s main focus has been on sustainable tourism and
information technology working for Green Global Village, an
international tourism consultancy delivering triple bottom line
strategic policy advice to governments, intergovernmental agencies
and multi-national enterprises through high-level think tanks.

MANAR AL DOSSARI

Contact

D: +974 454 6515

M: +974 588 9970

E: manar.aldosarri@qgmdi.qf.org.qa

Manar Al Dossari graduated in 2003 from Business and Economics
College, Qatar University. She started her career in the Supreme
Education council as a Field Supervisor and promoted within 5 years to
become Acting Field Manager. In 2007 Manar joined the Doha
International Institute for Family Studies and Development as Project
Coordinator. She was responsible of managing all the events in her
department such as conferences, training and workshops.



Managed Events
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FIONA SIMON

Contact

D: +974 454 8006

M: +974 655 9304

E: fiona@qgmdi.qf.org.qa

With over 12 years experience in the conference and events industry,
Fiona Simon has extensive knowledge in the overall management,
strategic business planning and organization of international and regional
events attended by senior business figures, government ministers and
Heads of State. She has held key events positions at the Confederation
of British Industry (CBI), Barclays, Department of Health (UK) and the
Commonwealth Business Council (CBC), running events in Europe,
Africa, Asia and the USA. Fiona worked on many events worldwide
including the Commonwealth Business Forum alongside CHOGM;
Business Week's European Leadership Forum; the Asian Women
Achievement Awards, Association of Online Publishers Awards; CBI
Growing Business Awards; and the Head of State roundtables including
those for President Vladimir Putin of the Russian Federation and
President Olusegun Obasanjo of Nigeria.

SAJID HUSENI

Contact

D: +974 454 8007

M: +974 515 9802

E: sajid@gmdi.gf.org.qa

Sajid Huseni has 12 years working experience in Asia. He started his
career as an investment analyst with the largest bank in South East
Asia, DBS Asset Management, and decided to switch careers and
utilize his creative energy for the MICE industry since 2000. He left to
join Worldwide Business Research as a Conference Manager and
organized large scale conferences. He was then hired as the Business
Development Manager with Reed Elsevier Group, and played an
integral role developing new b2b magazines in Asia. Constantly looking
for new challenges, Sajid later joined Singex, as the Research Manager
and was also the Project Manager for a variety of trade exhibitions. He
holds a degree in Accounting & Finance, and an MBA
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PiPPA MARTIN

Contact
D: +974 454 8026
M: +974 669 2540

E: pippa@qmdi.qf.org.qa

Following 2 years in direct marketing and advertising in New York with
Publicis, Pippa Martin started her conference career at IMN (New
York) and has 9 years experience managing events.

Pippa was the Conference Producer for IMN's industry-leading Asset-
Backed Securitization events, 'ABS East' & 'ABS West' in the US, and
the flagship event 'Global ABS' in Barcelona.

After returning to London, Pippa joined Euromoney Seminars as a
Seminar Manager. She then moved across to Euromoney's Legal
Media Group department to launch and lead an events division
supporting the three legal titles: International Financial Law Review
(IFLR), Managing International Property (MIP) & International Tax
Review (ITR). The department produced global industry-leading
conferences and awards dinners in Europe, Hong Kong, Singapore,
New York and Dubai.

LAURA-FLORENTINE HAUCKE

Contact

D: +974 454 8039

M: +974 655 8011

E: laura@gmdi.gf.org.qa

Laura-Florentine Haucke has 10 years experience in the hotel industry.
After completing her studies and her apprenticeship in Hotel Management
in Germany she pursued her career at the Marriott Golf Resort & Spa in
Mallorca, Spain where she worked as Event Manager. In the last few
years Laura has been working at The Ritz-Carlton, Doha as Director of
Catering & Conference where she managed, with the help of her team, to
be awarded with the DEPA Middle East award for ‘Best Catering &
Conferencing Hotel in the Middle East’ & ‘Young Hotelier of the Year'.
During her 3 year assignment in the Catering & Conference department
she was involved in planning international conferences, concerts,
musicals and prestigious banqueting events. Laura was recently promoted
within The Ritz-Carlton, Doha to Associate Director of Food & Beverage
where she was involved in managing the operation of all restaurants, bars
and banqueting facilities.



MARYAM AL FADALA

Contact

D: +974 454 8014

M: +974 582 3154

E: Maryam.alfadala@gmdi.gf.org.qa

Maryam Al Fadala graduated in 1991 from Qatar University with a
Bachelor of Arts majoring in Sociology. She began her career as
Operating Principle for Al-Khor Independent Primary School for Girls.
Here she had several responsibilities including annual budgeting,
putting the policies and procedures in place and coordinating the
general professional development of the school. She then moved on
to be the Head of Administration for Doha International Institute for
Family Studies and Development, Qatar Foundation. Here she was
responsible for coordinating the activities of the managing director as
well as the divisional directors. She also managed a network of
relationships of the institute with other family organizations and within
Education City.

JOSEPH TAN

Contact

D: +974 454 8013

M: +974 669 2751

E: joseph@qgmdi.gf.org.qa

Joseph Tan is a Senior Event Planner for QMDI. He graduated from
Monash University with a Bachelor of Commerce, with majors in
Tourism and Management. After spending a year in the hospitality
industry, he spent the next 3 years in the largest exhibition centre in
Singapore as an Event Planner. He has seen through numerous
events ranging from small scale conferences to large scale
exhibitions that take up 60,000sgm. He plans to continue
broadening his events horizon in Qatar and using his experiences to
the fullest advantage.
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ABDUL RAHMAN IBRAHIM

Contact

D: +974 454 8009

M: +974 514 2734

E: abdulrahman@qgmdi.gf.org.qa

Prior to his posting in Doha, Abdul Rahman Ibrahim worked in
Singapore Expo as an Event Planner, handling a wide array of events
ranging from concerts, functions, conferences to exhibitions. He was
largely involved in assisting organizers in event conceptualization and
execution. Rahman has attended the CEM Learning Module in Basic
Conference Management certified by IAEE and holds a Bachelor of
Business Management degree awarded by the University of Queensland,
Australia.

DENISE AL-ACHKAR

Contact

D: +974 454 8011

M: +974 677 8018

E: denise@gmdi.qgf.org.qa

Denise Al-Achkar has a diploma in History from the Lebanese
University in Beirut which enables her to apply methodology and
analytical thinking, skills which she developed while at university. She is
a team player and has great analytical skills in addition to skills in
administrative and secretarial duties she honed while participating in and
organizing several conferences and events in Lebanon. Denise also has
exceptional people skills due to several jobs she held requiring direct
interaction with people.



KAREN PEREIRA

MICE Development
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Contact

D: +974 454 8004

M: +974 669 1924

E: karen@gmdi.gf.org.ga

Karen Pereira started out in the exhibition industry in 1996 handling
public relations and marketing for a local exhibition company in Malaysia
and eventually moved into project management and sales. In 2001, she
was offered a job with The Expo Group in Dallas, Texas USA as the
Director of Sales focusing on IT events. In 2005, she joined
AsiaCongress based in their Bangkok office as Business Development
Director and 3 months later opened and managed their Malaysian office.
She was invited to speak at the Kuala Lumpur Convention Centre Industry
Seminar on the “Role of a PCO” in 2006 and in November 2007 at the
Sarawak Convention Bureau Industry Seminar on “How to make your
Congress Financially Viable” targeted to association members.

LIESCHKE STEVEN-JENNINGS

Contact

D: +974 454 8038

M: +974 675 4336

E: lieschke@gmdi.gf.org.qa

Lieschke Steven-Jennings has been working within the customer
service industry for the past 15 years. She joined Emirates Airlines 10
years ago and has gained invaluable experience training for one of the
most prestigious airlines in the world. During this time she was actively
involved in the planning and development of new course material and
future projects. Living and working in the Middle East has given her a
comprehensive understanding of the training needs within the region.
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Corporate Services
Marketing & Branding

FERRY LEE

Contact

D: +974 454 8018

M: +974 517 5367

E: ferry@gmdi.gf.org.qa

Ferry Lee brings over 12 years professional b2b and b2c event and
marketing experience to QMDI. She has worked at Reed Exhibitions UK
and IR Middle East where she was Exhibitions Marketing Director
consumer group. Ferry has worked on UK based show International
Jewellery London; and UAE shows: The Bride Show, Fusion, Arabian
Home Show, Motexha and Gulf Traffic & MENA Rail. Starting her early
event career in conference delegate sales at IBC, she moved to marketing
in the technology sector for KiSS Technology, then Novell (MENA) as
Middle East Marketing Communications Manager responsible for PR,
events, channel marketing and key account programs; and MMI,
technology and defense market consultants managing client participation
at Gitex, IDEX, Dubai Air show, Milipol, CeBit Bilism. A member of the
Chartered Institute of Marketing Ferry attended London Guildhall
University (now London Metropolitan) and Dubai University College.

XENIA FARRELL

Contact

D: +974 454 8042

M: +974 553 2725

E: xenia@gmdi.gf.org.qa

Xenia Farrell has been working within the marketing industry for 5 years.
She started her career in the UK with RightCoutts within the marketing
department and later moved on to Equinux in Germany. Xenia moved to
Qatar and joined EMATEL where she led the marketing team as
Marketing Manager. Xenia graduated in South Africa in Marketing
Communications and went on to study graphic design in the State
University of New York in Athens and is currently doing her MBA
specialising in Marketing.



MUNEERA AL MARRI

Contact

D: +974 454 6500

M: +974 568 9646

E: muneera.almarri@gmdi.gf.org.qa

Muneera Ali Al-Marri graduated from the School of Arts and
Sciences, Department of Mass Communication, University of Qatar
and started her professional career in 2003 with Hamad Medical
Corporation (HMC). In 2007, she completed several training courses
in media and photography as well as in design and production of
media publications, and a completed a course in Qatar radio. As a
volunteer, Muneera was involved in the coverage of many of the
events and festivals in Doha. After several years in HMC, she
became a journalist for the PR and marketing department. There
she was able to cover many events for the newspapers, and wrote
news reports and articles for the Hamad Medical Corporation Health
Magazine. Muneera participated in the production of the Fourth
International Festival of Al Jazeera Documentary Films entitled
“Qatari Flags”. She also was involved in the development of the
Culture and Media strategy for HMC with its internal and external
audiences

NOHA ADHEIR

Contact

D: +974 454 6511

M: +974 530 9755

E: noha.adheir@gmdi.qf.org.qa

Noha Adheir graduated from the Virginia Commonwealth University
(VCU) in Qatar in 2009 with a degree in Graphic and Fashion
Design and also holds a global certificate in Meeting Operations 1
from Meeting Professionals International (MPI). She joined QMDI in
2008 as a marketing executive — trainee and assists in the
production of marketing collateral and supports the overall marketing
initiatives inline with the marketing plan. In 2008 Noha also worked
on the Qatar Career Fair within the Marketing and Logistics
Committee. In May 2009 she received an award and appreciation
certificate from Hamad General Hospital for designing the Hamad
poster for the ‘First Qatar Pharmaceutical Symposium’.
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Corporate Services
Finance

KEITH OLIVER

Contact

D: +974 454 6510

M: +974 321 5161

E: Keith.oliver@gmdi.gf.org.qa

KABASHI S. KABASHI

Contact

D: +974 454 8002

M: +974 525 0475

E: kabashi@gmdi.gf.org.qa

Kabashi S. Kabashi brings over 15 years of accounting and finance
experience to QMDI. He worked as Accounts Manager for Boxman.com
(previously known as internet music & video shop), the first of its kind in
the UK and Europe. He then joined the Orion Group as a consultant, then
was offered the job and responsibilities of Finance Manager and finally
promoted to Group Financial Controller. During his time with Orion, he
managed to resolve a number of accounting issues mainly due to the
company’s increasing business complexity and its rapid growth. He then
joined the Qatar Foundation as a Management Accountant and
subsequently promoted to Business and Financial Analyst and then
promoted again to Senior Financial Analyst, a position he held until
redeployed to QMDI as Finance Manager.
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BAHIJ HAMDAN

Contact

D: +974 454 8008

M: +974 586 7646

E: bahij@gmdi.gf.org.qa

Bahij Hamdan worked for the Doha Asian Games Organizing Committee
in Doha 2006, having the privilege of allocating approximately 23,000
volunteers to almost all the functional areas that worked in sports and non
sports venues during the Games and at preparation. He also allocated
volunteers for the West Asian Games in Doha 2005. A Hotel
Management graduate from The American University in Cairo, Bahij has
over 13 years of experience which includes Human Resources Directorate
with the Doha Asian Games Organizing Committee Doha 2006, and within
the airlines industry with Gulf Air Abu Dhabi International Airport and in the
hotel industry with Marriott and Intercontinental Hotels.

HAYAT MUHAMMAD

Contact

D: +974 454 6502

M: +974 592 1374

E: Hayat. muhammad@qgmdi.qf.org.qa

Hayat Mohammad has many years of finance and booking keeping
experience having worked at a number of leading companies in Qatar
and Pakistan such as Golf International, Hamad Medical Corporation,
National Council for Culture Arts and Heritage, Point Qatar, UBL and
Askari Com Bank in Peshwar. His responsibilities have included stock
controlling, accounts payables and processing invoices, dealing with
banks and reports. Hayat has a Bachelor of Arts degree in Sociology
from University of Peshwar and an MBA in Finance from Institute of
Management Science.



HisHAM NEHME

Contact

D: +974 454 6523

M: +974 594 9292

E: Hisham.nehme@qgmdi.gf.org.ga

Hisham Nehme graduated from the AOU University of Beirut with a
Bachelor of Business Administration in 2006. Hisham worked as a
senior Purchasing Officer for Operators Qatar and was part of the
Operations Department in David Atkins Enterprises (DAE) for the
opening and closing ceremonies in the Asian Games. Hisham is an
experienced purchasing professional with a track record in defining
and managing the implementation of purchasing strategies. He is an
expert in contract negotiations, establishing & maintaining
purchasing practices and speaks Arabic, English and French.
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Corporate Services
Information Technology

ALAA NABULSI

Contact

D: +974 454 8037

M: +974 687 3593

E: alaa@qgmdi.gf.org.qa

Alaa Nabulsi has been working in the information technology industry for
the past 20 years. He worked at various positions in the United States
with Sun Microsystems and moved to Qatar in 2004 where he worked
with Omnix Qatar as a technical support manager. He then moved to
Doha Asian Games as a Venue Technology Manager. Recently, Alaa
joined QMDI as the Information Technology Manager. Alaa is involved in
the preparation and maintenance of the master development schedule,
RFP’s and conditions of contract for project consultants.
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Corporate Services

Human Resources
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Omneya Negm

Contact

D: +974 454 0504

M: +974 508 4659

E: omneya@qgmdi.gf.org.qa

Omneya Negm spent 2 years working as a secretary with the
Afghanistan Embassy in Qatar. She started her career in Human
Resources with Kamal Bakery in 2001. She then moved on to Lafarge —
Titan where she held the position of Financial Controller Assistant &
Administrator for 2 years. Omneya then moved to the Kingdom of Saudi
Arabia where she continued her career with Kawader Altanmiah
Institution as a computer science instructor and technical supervisor.
She is highly skilled in computers and has a degree in Production
Engineering

FATIMA TARANNUM

Contact

D: +974 454 8000

M: +974 663 7643

E: tarannum@qgmdi.qf.org.ga

Fatima Tarannum previously worked with the Ministry of Health in
Dubai for 2 years and handled all the administrative affairs for the
Dental Center. She later moved to Qatar where she now assists in the
administration for QMDI. Fatima also provided administration for several
events including Q-First, Science Journalism Meet Science in Qatar,
Education for All and UNESCO conferences.



